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Why Are WeHere?

It has been a very good week. | spent two days at Trinitye€Canga
Clergy Conference. It was a beautiful place to spend $omee The
Atlantic Ocean is a few steps away and nature is juts eost bountiful. |
fished a little and caught three limbs, two cables and ong tueas like
my golf game this week. Sometimes they are there ametmes not. But
all around there is a sense of creation throwing offritss season and getting
ready for another.

Images of nature are those which early Christians tasdéscribe
something just as strange as the story of Jesus, baisjusal in their own
lives. They spoke of a powerful wind rushing through the hondesatering
them. They spoke of tongues of fire resting on them andfaaning them.
There was a new world and order and life .

One cannot express the inexplicable, except in a fusiages from
the world we already know.

The lesson from Isaiah this morning is one of Holy Sargdé most
powerful images of the life of Jesus. It was first dd Testament prophecy

of Israel’'s return from a long exile in Babylon. Bute thpostles and closest



followers of Jesus had seen these images of the ‘Bwuff8ervant’ come to
life before their eyes. They were as puzzled by therrestion as they had
been by much of what Jesus had been saying to them. Wibata They
were unsure of God’s next step. Some went back to theindisiWas
Israel’'s old dream going to come true? Were all of thepes to be
fulfilled?

Jesus did not answer them directly. Surprise! Marnhefjuestions
we ask God cannot be answered directly, not because God doesm’the
answers but because our guestions do not make senseS Aswls once
pointed out, many of our questions are, from God’s pafiniew, rather like
someone asking, “Is yellow square or round?” or “How manyshate there
in a mile?” Jesus said in Acts chapter one that theyld have to wait for
the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit and the task of the Church walk handaindch We
cannot talk about them apart. God does not give people the Hiolyiisp
order to let them enjoy the spiritual equivalent of g aaDisney World. Of
course, if you are despairing in life the fresh wind otiG Spirit can and
often does give you a new perspective on everything and tamtlyrgrants
a sense of God’s presence, love, comfort, and eveBjdythe point of the

Spirit is to enable those who follow Jesus to take intthalworld the news



that he is Lord, that he has won the victory over thee®of evil, that a new
world has opened up, and that we are to help make it happetidif
Spirit calls us to a life unlike our everyday secularkwal

You are a Christian or want to be. In your baptism yeugaren the
gift of the Holy Spirit. This Spirit is given to you begin the work of
making God’s future real in the present. This Spirit tymsr life upside
down and changes the priorities of your life. It makesagess like Isaiah
chapter 53 real and challenging . The Spirit comes to us dravorld
waiting to be born. The old prophets talked of it in termgeaice and justice
flourishing and the wolf and lamb lying down together sideitig.One key
element of living as a Christian is learning to live witk life, and by the
rules, of God’s future world, even as we are continuing towinein the
present one, the one to which Jesus refers tthascorrupt and sinful
generation” How do we make this world more like His world?

St. Francis of Assisi said it besPreach the gospel always; and
when necessary, use words.” We live in such a way that God’s Holy Spirit
directs and guides our life and it is a visible reality to ¢hwbho see usThe
Church is frequently in a position to talk with people alibatvalues and

ideals of their faith. We give more than we get. We lives of ‘charity.’



Thomas Aquinas taught that “Charity is included in thenitedn of every
virtue, because every virtue depends on it in a way...”

In Article 21 of the Mennonite Confession of Faith theseds are a
call to life:

As servants of God, our primary vocation is to be stewiar@®»d’'s
household. God, who in Christ has given us new life ates given us
spiritual gifts to use for the Church’s nurture and missione. Wlieve that
time also belongs to God and that we are to use with lsarnte of which
we are stewards...We acknowledge that God as Creator ig ovak
things....The first church in Jerusalem put Jubilee into madty preaching
the gospel, healing the sick and sharing possessions. .. wargseof
money and possessions, we are to live simply, practiceatmitiwithin the
church, uphold economic justice and give generously aretfcitly...We
are called to be stewards in the household of God, sdtfap#re service of
God...”

Will we allow the Spirit of God to work in us a good thinyl we
follow God'’s leading in the use of our time, talent éneésure? The
standard is the ‘tithe’, 10% and in Genesis chapter 28 Jsyab‘..and of
all that you give me | will surely give one tenth to yGod].” In Leviticus

God says to MosesAll tithes of herd and flock, every tenth one that passes



under the shepherd’s staff, shall be holy to the LordLev. 27:32-34) We
are quick to site Leviticus in our current church debates butedimllow all

of this demanding word? Malachi says, not just 10% butfits® fruits’, the
best of a household’s income and possessions. Is theSgoly moving in
you to give the very best to God? Ouf'ZEntury filter systems squelch this
pretty well don’t they.

Today is a day when | remind you about your Stewardship for your
life and this parish church. Historically Stewardship is dbsd as:

The proper and generous use of our time, talent and treasure

It isall that we do with our lives after our baptism promises

It isabout joyfully returning to God a portion of that bounty

that God has bestowed upon us.

But lets remember also what Stewardship is NOT. It isabout duty,
responsibility or financial giving. It is not about who gives tfos their
personal recognition. Neither is Stewardship disconnected lisow we live
as Christians. Stewardship is not about giving time witheaisure; treasure
without talent; talent without time; nor any other camaltion --- but rather,
the triune and complete use of all three aspects of tatext and treasure

for the glory of God.



Stewardship is so intrinsically part of our vocation asisTians that
we cannot place it above or below prayer --- but essentidtltyit. Our acts
of charity are a prayer for humanity. We give in gra#and therefore
praise God. It can be said that our vocation as Chrssisalbased in our
faith, and expressed through our acts of Stewardship. A geadsl is
mindful , always, of time, talent and treasure, and afi¢lree to engage in
prayer, worship, acts of charity, mercy, kindness, humdibg love,
sustaining them all by embracing Stewardship.

We live in such a prosperous time and in such a prospecounry
that Stewardship of ‘what is left over after | do whatant to do’ may seem
like a tidy sum. But we are not talking about ‘sums’ Harerather we are
talking about your heart, your soul, your very faith in @®d who created
and sustains you. Is He first in your life? If soustchange our world in His
Name through our generosity to the needs of His world.

You see, what matters is generosity. A good stewardrstashels his
or her wealth as gift and shares it proportionately. Tiedns that even the
poorest of the poor can be a good steward. Like the widow bfeBk’s
Gospel, with the mite that was “all she had to live(MK. 12:41-44), good

stewards are impelled to give from the well of their deegirelePoor



stewards, by contrast, are more concerned with the @whaunt,
recognition, and what might be gained in return for théir gi

The truth is that the vision the Lord gives us is abvaigger than the
resources we have. But we are those called to be the Cimloe have
great work to do for God, here in this place. We are to dregmrbams
about goals beyond the world’s capacity for they are God'syéres well.
While the gifts we give will never save us, our actstefMardship, in so far
as they are in keeping with God’s plan for humanity, doraféethe dignity
of participating in God’s plan of redemption.

Stewardship is not the by-product of a committee meeitiray
fundraising campaign, nor even of the Sunday sermon. Stevigiidsa
relationship with God that both receives and gives, makirthiags
possible. Christian Stewards recognize their gifts, contempll that is in
their lives, and devote themselves daily to the convidtiahthey, as
Christians, are invited into a state of duality: as a afildod, the Christian
Is gift, and as Steward, giver. Life as a steward, coathin the covenant of
our baptismal promises, and embodied in the daily journeyrdivas, is
intrinsic to our Christian discipleship.

So, why ARE you here? You are here to accomplisiséar what He

needs for you/us to accomplish. Pray that your gift wilhsuze up to God’s



giving to you. Let us exhibit in our Stewardship in this pléwe joy and
wonder that a loving God has shared with us. We are indeexktllbsyond

our knowing. Amen.



