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Pentecost 12 .. P{oper 16 B)
The story was told about a trip Albert Einstein took on the.tiehe
Conductor came by to take up tickets.
"l am sorry,” Einstein said, “but | can’t find my tickét.
The Conductor said to keep looking and he would come back at wineh t
the famous mathematician still was searching and tryirfiod his ticket.
“Young man,” said Einstein, “I cannot find my stub.”
“Don’t worry Dr. Einstein, | know who you are and that ymaught a
ticket,” the Conductor kindly stated.
“No, no, you don't understand,” said the great teacher.
“l don’t need to find the ticket to prove to you | purchasetineed to find
the ticket stub so | can know where | am going.”

It is a funny story and true but it is also a parable on oumr ow
directions in life and particularly on the ‘choices’ wak®a in determining
that direction. From the simplest ‘Yes, | will gtw’ the more complex, ‘You
must tell me more before | can decide” to the importantift go this way
in my life.” All ‘choices’ carry weight and many are maskethat one will
not have to carry that weight. Some said of the reGemieral Convention
that many delegates ‘Went along to go along’ meaning treatvas not
going to say what perhaps needed to be said but would insgtagbjalong
thinking that one vote would not matter.

| listened not long ago to Bishop Desmond Tutu telling aystbout

the apartheid movement in South Africa. He spoke of a wosshvice in



one of the townships when the movement was in its heayed stage. He
climbed into the pulpit of a packed Church to affirm God’s béekind the
minority and as he began the doors of the Cathedral Cllewelopen and
soldiers marched in, guns at the ready and lined the wilhe Church in a
show of marshal law and power. Bishop Tutu’s words (if yoteheot seen
Bishop Tutu you must understand that he is a very smallpmmgsically and
for him to tell this story is just extraordinary) to those mokland their
leader were: “You may as well lay down your weapons fowittery is
ours. It is assured!” He then went on with his messagehich time the
soldiers marched out of the Cathedral. His choice takspea difficult time
is what turned the tide of a terrible time.

“Choose this day whom you will serve...” says Joshua to thelgpeop
who first followed Moses and now are following him into fr®mised
Land. Covenant theology is the voice of Holy Scriptureiailehds us to
make life’s hard choices in favor of the One who maddlug@respond to
God’s way is always a ‘difficult teaching’ and a hard wordwallow
because all around us says it is not necessary to respsadh a way. But a
‘choice’ you must make is “To whom will | listen?”

Today our Gospel concludes the bread of life discoursesJe

speaking to disciples who have not made a real commitmédaitioto



following him. The apostles had made a strong commitmesiisde in
Capernaum where His word has confounded many.

Jesus has said that whoever eats this living bread valfdrever.
Many who were struggling had chosen to hear Jesus’ word &ral hay.
Some said “This teaching is difficult; who can accep(vt80)

But read the Gospels carefully and this misunderstanditmgpor
choice’ is a standard feature. Jesus takes these opposuaitkallenge his
hearers in new ways just as did Joshua.

Jesus throws in a word about ‘ascension.” Would such ackeymge
their minds or make their ‘choices’ easier?

Jesus then turns to ‘spiritual’ references citing lifi@in the flesh will
not last forever. It just gets more and more difficg@emingly.

But one must listen in life to the words Jesus will pdeywords of
“spirit and life.” (v.63) Jesus promises that the Sgariibrever. These words
are not just earthly platitudes and high sounding sayingseWesls come
from heaven and must be measured against a higher autoréymust
hear and decide on a whole other level. Faith is tHe gfahese decisions
and it is the Spirit that gives life. Believing leadsé®ing.

Jesus knew that some would never believe. But Jesusihde a

‘choice’ coming out of the wilderness...He had chosen THXAY ‘whom



he would serve’ and it was his Heavenly Father. He khewath ahead as
one of betrayal and denial and doubt. It was the Father'slmddnvould
ultimately carry the day. God’s desire for us is gretitan our desire for
God. [Rhys]

Divine inspiration is built into the fabric of everydifA turn towards
God is a response from deep within us. Many close theitsheaGod’s call
thus many followers would abandon Jesus.

Jesus never coerces us. He asks the apostles if #myaneave him
as well during these hard times. Peter’s response i©thae within the
human heart which says in it deptlh.6rd, to whom can we go? You have
the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know thate/dlear
Holy One of God.”

You will never truly know Jesus if you run from the htirdes.

Vernal Dozier, beloved teacher in the Church said:é#u$ had gone about
the countryside only singing songs and praying in front o€tbe/ds as the
world says Christians are supposed to do, He would have dmesl steep of
old age.” NO! God calls us to ‘choose life’ and that liéa ©nly be lived as
we are faithful to Jesus in the good times and in theibss$t For Jesus
there is only one church and it is made up of what G&pfPaul called:

“There is no way of belonging to Christ, except by belonging gladd



irrevocably to the glorious ragbag of saints and fadkeeho make up the
One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church.” Geoffrey Piald leader in the
Church of England and is the father of Rowan Williams” @hehbishop of
Canterbury) wife.

No one has enough money to make a difference for ClemisJs not
about this power struggle. Jesus is about ‘choices’ thakwdyedifficult in
life. Are you willing to be ‘poor in spirit'? Are you wilig to ‘mourn’ as did
Jesus? Are we willing to be ordinary so that someday Gddevadeen as
extraordinary? As Peter say&Vhere will you gbGod’s way takes in ALL
of humanity and calls it to be as dedicated to each othéhmast was/is to
the Church. God'’s plan is to be followed and we are to ‘chabseér all
other avenues, some of which may look rosier at the moifikate is no
rosy path in this life. There is just ‘life’ and God im¢ed it and gave it to us
that we might enjoy it forever with Him. Life is not aliavhat you ‘should
not do’ but rather it is about ‘what you should do.’

If the Lord is truly your ‘choice’ in life then even gsu leave this
building today you will be presented with opportunities to sétwe and to
‘choose’ Him. Some of those choices will be easien ththers but take
heart for He is with you in all of them. He has giyeu His Church as the

place where all choices are to be formed and ultimatelgde@od loves



His Church and we are to live that love in all area$ @spects of life, in all
of our choosing. It is what will form and inform who we arel avhose we
are. “Choose this day whom you will serve...but as foramg& my house we
will serve the Lord.” Can anyone here do any less? Onlwillguide you

on the right path today and forever. Amen.



