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Thomas and the Church

“Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowshipof Christ's body may
show forth in their lives what they profess by their faih;”

It is the work of the Church, “the new covenant of rexlmtion”. It all
starts, as it did for Thomas and the apostles, in efbgli and commitment to the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Easter is when albttieules and ‘laws’ are put
aside , for a new covenant now exists between ChristHgsChurch. We are to
love uncommonly. We are to worship uncommonly. We are to bistGb the
world. This season of Easter is when all things are madeand a new work has
begun. Our problem, as with every generation since 33 @i3C.E.) is that we
say one thing and do another.

“l want to walk as a child of the light...” says the wondeHymn, but we cannot
walk as children of the ‘light’ if we do not believe with af our hearts that Jesus
Christ rose from the dead for us. We are as uncommitddh@amas was in verse
25%“Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my fingbeimark
of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believ&bdd would not let that
statement pass. He proved to Thomas and the others thateR&sarwas real and
physical and more powerful than any human act could/would be. @auait

God had to do to get commitment from this one who needed ttf gyea.are one
who needs to see God will give you what you need. Todayc#is are this
broken and battered world in which we live. You have to sefarcthe brokenness
if you wish to see Jesus. If you do that Jesus will shanlge scars.

How does God deal with Thomas?

He first lets Thomas come to him rather than trackingdown. We all
handle grief in different ways and what Thomas hadesged was more than he
could handle. Why wasn'’t he with the others? We don’t knowtlprobably had
to do with all he had experienced in the week ahead.

A second important point is that Thomas does not for onatenthink he is
no longer welcome in the body of his friends. He staitedédsire to experience
what they have experienced. He waits IN THE GROUPRbotdide it. This
community of faith holds all the keys.

A third important point is that Jesus does not dress Thdmas for his
absence and Thomas does not get upset with the groupifdatkeof caring. It is
for Thomas to return. Remember, only one of these malmiigh the entire
crucifixion experience that we know of and yet théygather on this third day.
Each individual had the freedom to return or not retiust like for us, when we
are absent we miss the presence of Christ among us,sppesial times.



Remember the parables of the lost coin and the losp8ha the Post
Resurrection experiences Christ is made manifest piyr{emough not
exclusively) within the community of faith. Christ maydeed be present
everywhere and encounter the individual but it is witheacommunity gathered
that He is most clearly and powerfully present.

Resurrection is the mortar that holds the Churchthegelt alone brings
reconciliation to the world and to each of us. Grace arsd follow in the path of
reconciliation. If we feel as though we have to hide beluokled doors, Christ
will take the initiative. If we are honest in blurtingtoour need, God will take it
seriously and respond; God who is faithful and just will fozgig.

“Peace be with you.” These words unlock doors and breathdifaeiWhese
are words the Sunday assembly uses to share Christ’'s with@me another.
These are words with which we ourselves hear and spegditenews: Christ is
risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!!!



