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“Be Reconciled to God”

Gabriel Marcel in his play “The Broken World” has thitty, fashionable Christiane,
whose busy life masks an inner grief, speak these words:
“Don’t you feel sometimes that we are living ... if you aall it living ... in a broken world?
Yes, broken like a broken watch. The mainspring has stoppddng. Just to look at it, nothing
has changed. Everything is in place. But put the watchuogar, and you don’'t hear any
ticking. You know what I'm talking about, the world, whva¢ call the world, the world of
human creatures ... it seems to me it must have had agheae time, but today you would say
the heart had stopped beating.”

This is the vision of the world in the seventeentth @ighteenth century deists view,
unlike Richard Hooker’s grand vision of an orderly world. Bwgay, being Ash Wednesday, we
tend to look hard and need to look hard at a world, atwes,liwhose ‘heart has stopped
beating’ in union with God’s desire. Where there waskness there is brokenness, where there
was coherence there is anarchy, where there was mehanegs meaninglessness, where there
was good there is evil, and where there was beautyithagtiness.. so the sensitive soul
discerns and despairs.

Hooker writes that “the will of man is inwardly obsite, rebellious, and averse from all
obedience unto the sacred laws of his nature...This isigrerse tragedy.” God’s will is union
with Him; It is the life of God. We lose that whichaur greatest desire. Hooker says that pride
is the fundamental root sin. Pride sets the wholednaiflof its course. This is the subject of the
third chapter of Genesis, that which we call “the Fall.

We gather on this day of repentance to hear of God’s stedasire which is our
happiness, our communion with Him and with each othés.dlways my deepest responsibility
to preach God's love, God’'s mercy, God'’s forgivenessdselwho will repent. The Holy Spirit,
through the deep mercy and grace of God, is constantlymqushiand prodding us toward God
to effect union with Him. To speak of grace is to speakwd,| mercy, forgiveness, and newness
of life.

Love must precede repentance. To know that God is $oteerid yourself of fear and
guilt engendered by sin and, letting God be God, begmvdgain, and in the realization of
that love, that communion with God, recognize and repeatio$ins, rejoicing in the power of
God'’s love to forgive sin, even those sins of which vag mot be conscious at this time.

The reality of sin requires of each of us constagitance and a regular participation in
corporate worship with its rhythm of contrition and praSed'’s great gift to humanity is
‘reason.’ The light of reason illuminates the goodusy even as we are captives to sin. But we
are not only worth saving, as God’s creation, but we easaelied, whatever our present
condition may be.

The Christ event in history is the sure knowledge &ad became human, revealing true
humanity and enabling the deification of our humanity. Gedted all things, including
humanity, and God brings all to fulfillment. The read¢hhe divine love is infinite.
Understanding this enables us to enter into communiontietholy and just God. Knowing this
enables us to repent and lead new lives that refledbthigy God. In this awareness of divine,
self-giving love, we are turned from our selfish waytote of God and love of neighbor. This is
what Ash Wednesday is about. As Jesus turns towardalemugve are to turn from our sin.

Stephen Bayne wrote this:

“God put freedom into the created universe in order thauthgerse could respond to His love
with an answering love of its own. If He had wanted $yngpedience, He could have had it. If
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He had wanted to create in His universe simply a mafdtis own perfection, He could have
done so. If He had intended, in the creation of tinek space, simply to establish a stage where
he could have portrayed His own character, He could hawe stm There is no law outside of
His own nature to gainsay what he wills.

But He did not do any of these things. He put into the edeaniverse a principle of
choice; and He paid a twofold price for that. Firstliimted His own freedom to have
everything His own way. Second, he committed Himselifatee to win out of freedom what he
could perfectly easily have commanded as of right.

In light of our poor choices it would not be surprisin@dd gave up on us.
BUT He did not, rather ...

God has not abandoned us here. He does not stand offisronsome inscrutable
majesty, leaving us trapped in our own devices; nor is hetein the universe, roaring with
laughter at His creatures struggling with questions whiehao big for them and too which they
can have no adequate answers. In His love he comeHHimighin our own framework,
accepting the limitations which we must accept, and rathgeus from inside our freedom, by
living it out before our eyes.”

On this Ash Wednesday know of God’s hopes and Godé&sflmvus. | give you a
reminder to carry with you during this season of Lent. Cangeknow of His forgiveness and let
it be our own. Take to heart these His gifts as youtém journey begins. Amen.



